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required by the preceding sheet, and make such comments, deductions, 
and observations concerning the facts presented as may seem to be 
appropriate. 



RECORD OF BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 



The following is taken from the Twelfth Report on the Custody 
and Condition of the Public Record of Parishes, Towns, and Coun- 
ties in Massachusetts. (Robert T. Swan, Commissioner.) 

A number of the city and town clerks who are engaged in index- 
ing the records of births, marriages, and deaths are supplying the 
omissions in the early records by including in the indexes names 
and facts taken from church records, and in a few instances from 
gravestones. Some of the committees having in charge the prepara- 
tion of the records for printing have pursued the same course, in 
both cases the source of the information being given. This action is 
highly commended, as in very many cases the church records were 
much more carefully kept, and are more complete than the town 
records. This is especially true of the records of baptisms, a baptism 
being considered by the church members as of the greatest importance, 
while a return of the birth to the town clerk was apparently often a 
matter of chance. In some towns branches of certain families appear 
in the church records, while other branches of the same family, evi- 
dently not recognized as church members, do not appear. In the 
absence of the town record, the latter are nowhere recorded. In 
such cases the inscriptions on the gravestones furnish the only record. 

The inscription is often the only existing record of a death, and, 
as the age is usually given, the year of birth, if not the day, can be 
obtained, thereby supplying the record of birth, as well as death. In 
the case of persons born in England, the age upon the gravestone 
often furnishes the clue to identification of a birth recorded there. 

The New England Historic Genealogical Society, recognizing the 
importance of inscriptions on gravestones, has, through a committee, 
undertaken to procure copies of the inscriptions in all the graveyards 
in New England, on the gravestones of persons who died prior to 
1842. It is the plan of the committee to have these copies deposited 
in the rooms of the society, which are open to the public, or, if they 
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are to be returned to the copyists, to have them copied into volumes. 
To this end, requests were sent by the committee to every city and 
town clerk in Massachusetts for cooperation in the work, with the 
result that full or partial lists have been received from volunteer 
copyists in many towns, and correspondence has been opened with 
persons in very many more from whom copies are to be expected. 
There are many towns, however, from which no encouragement has 
been received. 

Realizing the value of this work in supplementing the imperfect 
records of births and deaths, I departed from an established rule of 
refusing to ask the town clerks to assist in any outside work, and 
appealed to them to assist in this. I would urge any one interested 
in genealogy or ancestry, or in the public records, to assist in any 
way possible, either by procuring copies of inscriptions, or by con- 
tribution or solicitation of money. 



